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ROCKY HILL
RANGE SITE DESCRIPTION
PE 39=48
ROSOBY 15C *

Land Resource Area RF

Location _Comanche, Eastland,
Erath, Palc Pinto, Parker

Date I{gZéE}ﬁ’f
Approveds __@;g)

l, [EEYSTOGRAPHIC FEATURES: This site occurs on strongly sloping
to steep, stony hillsidess Slopes range from 8 to &0 percente.
Limestone and sandstone fragments, 6 to 40 inches across, cover 3
to 15 percent of the soil surfaces Elevations range from 800 to
1200 feete The site usually has a southern exposurecs

2e SOILS:

as Soils of this site are shallow, well drained, calcareous and
developed over shalee The shale restricts grass root penetra=-
tion which results in sparse plant cover, rapid runoff and
droughty conditions, especially after the top soil has erodeds

be Major soil associated with the site is:
Owens stony clay, 8 to 40 percent slopes

ce OSpecific site location:

3e CLTMATE :

See field office climate descriptiones

4o CLIMAX VEGETATION:

ae The climax plant community is mid and short grasses with an
open savannah of scattered woody plantse
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si leoats grama 25 live oak western ragweed
cane and silver Lackberry sagewort
bluestem 15 elm heath aster
bhuffalograss 10 ephadra bundleflowers
white tridens 5 agarito mallow
vine-mesquite 3 catclaw oreenthread
curly-mesquite 5 elbowbush trailing ratany
Texas wintergrass 5 sumac buclkwheats
frizona cottontop 5 yucca daleas
tall dropseed 5 bumelia gray goldaster
lotebush
hairy grama
rough tridens
= ; 5
perennial throecawvns
Texas cupgrass
little bluestem T

be 4s tle plant community begins to degenerate bocause of prolonged
Lheavy livestock grazing: sideoats grama, vineemesquite and ecane
bluestem reduces Buffalograss and curly mesquite spread at
firste Following continued Leavy grazing these plants loose
vigor, become even lower producers, but rarely are zrazed outs
Low producing perannials such as rough tridens, hairy grama and
Texas grama increase. DLventually with loss of cover, the slopes
begin to severely crodos llesquite, lotebush, whitebrush, juni-
per, prickly pcar, tasajillo and annuals incrcase and invade to
dominate tle site in lower stages of regression. Bare sround
dowm to shale becomzs sisnificant.

cs AHpproximate total annual production in excellent conlition ranges
froth 900 to 130D pounds of airedry vegetatiofi par acre, depending
on rainfall and growing conditionss During a series of dry years,
production may drop balow 400 pounds per acreo.

S JILDLIFE ADAFTED TO THE SITE: In excellent condition deer, turkey,

e

quail and dove may frequent this sites In poorer condition, this
site has secondary value for wililife due to a lack of food and
cover plants,

ESTHETIC AND RELATED VALUZSs A varicty of prasses, colorful flowers
and woody plants add beauty to these steep hillcides.
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DROLOGIC CIERISTICS: Because of rough, steecp topograply,
runoff is wvery rapids The poor soil structure, very slow permea=
bility, shallow s2il depth, southern exposures with sparse plant
cover causes the site to yield runeff with high sediment content.
This shaly, crusty sediment is often deposited as a thin overwash

on lower lying, more productive range sites, inhibiting plant

growtie
GUIDE TO IHWITIAL STOCKING RATE:
Percent
as Condition class climax vesetation Agres/AlU/vearlong
Fxecellent 76 - 100 18 = 24
Good 51 - 75 22 = 28
Fair 25 = 50 26 = 36
Poor 0« 25 34 - 43

be Jesded Areas:

Hormally, this site is not reseeded due to

existing seed source, stoniness and steepness of topographys.

RELATIVE FORAGE QUALITY OF SITCIES L/

a, For Cattles

Primary i Secondary g Low value &/
sideoats grama cane bluestem hairy grama
buffalograss silver bluestem rough tridens
vine~mesquite white tridens threeawns
Texas cupgrass curly mesquita ragweed
heath aster Texas wintergrass bundleflowers

be For Deer and Goats:

Arizona cottontop
tall dropseed
little bluestem
trailing ratany

woody plants

live oak agarito catelaw
hackberry elm yucca
ephedra flameleaf sumac lotebush
elbowbush sagewort ragweed
bumelia bundleflowers
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For Quail and Dove: 3/

Primary 2/ Secon d 3/ Low Value &

ragireed mallow skunkbush sumac
croton dropsecds broomreed

annuals hackberry fuzzy sceded grasses
panicum sead sideoats grama threeawns

sunflovers

other mast and fruit
low lLrush

For Turkey: 3/

haclkberry dropseeds other grasses
shunkbush sumac large seedad coneflower
oalc mast grasses and astors
bundleflower forbs broomeed
ragweed

sldecats grama

panicum

lotebush seed

L/

This plant rating system gives guidance on animal prefer=-
ence for plant species as well as indicating competition
between kinds of animals for various plants. Grazing pre-
ference does not necessarily reflect a plant's ecological
place in the climax plant community. Grazing preferences
change depending upon the animal; upon plant palatability
and nutritive value, stage of growth, season of use rela-
tive abundance, availability and plant associations.

e

These species generally decrease under prolonged heavy
grazing use.

L)

These plants usvally increase initially, then decrease
under prolonged heavy grazing uses

These plants continue to increase with prolonged heavy
grazing uses
et



